THE MASSEY FAMILY

OF AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENT FAME
WORLD DOMINANCE BEGINNING IN GRAFTON
Daniel Massey Jr was four years old when his father, Daniel, and mother, Rebecca (Kelly) moved from Vermont to
Grafton, Ontario in 1802. He was just fourteen when the war of 1812 began, his father and two older brothers left home
to join the Upper Canadian militia, and Daniel was left in charge of the family farm.
In this new role Daniel honed his skills, learned blacksmithing and would often repair the farm machinery. In 1820, he
married his childhood sweetheart, Lucina Bradley, and began their family of ten.
In 1830, while visiting relatives in Watertown, New York, Daniel was thrilled by a mechanical thresher. He had it
disassembled and shipped to his farm in Haldimand Township. Now eleven men could accomplish what had previously
taken twenty farm hands with flails! Daniel studied this machine and made its replacement parts. He was making other
tools and implements for neighbouring farmers as well.
In 1844, he turned over the farm operation to his son Hart (1823-1896) so he could devote more time to working on
machinery. A small foundry and blacksmithing shop, just south of Newcastle, at the harbour called Bond Head, had
closed. Convinced of his ability to manufacture agricultural machinery, Daniel moved the younger members of his
family to this location in 1847. Two years later he was employing 10 people at his Newcastle Foundry and Manufactory.
One of Daniel's early products was a stump remover that used torque to twist stumps out of the ground.
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By 1851 Hart Massey was needed as the factory supervisor, and after Daniel’s death in 1856, Hart
carried on at “the Works”, as it was informally known, now located in Toronto.
In 1862, the first Massey catalogue was produced. Rights to certain US patents had been obtained, among
them the Ketchum mower and the Burrell reaper. When the Wood self-raking reaper was added, orders flooded
in. In 1867, after success at the Paris International Exposition, worldwide exporting of their machinery began.
In 1887, Massey Manufacturing opened a branch in London, England. In 1891, a merge created the Massey-Harris Company.
In 1892, a branch opened in France and another by 1917 in Argentina. In 1953, Massey-Harris admired the hydraulic system of
the Ferguson Company of England and Massey Ferguson was born. In 1962, Massey Ferguson was declared the largest
selling tractor brand in the world!
By their 150th anniversary, in 1997, they were selling agricultural equipment
in 140 countries, and celebrating the fact that Massey Ferguson was the
top selling tractor brand in the world for 35 years in a row!
A Canadian agricultural success story begun in
Northumberland County!
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