
5 - Lot 14 Conc A/B - Darcy E. 
BOULTON had 50 cultivated acres in 
1841 and is reported to have had 
Shropshire sheep. Source: Walter 
Riddell who farmed Lot 27 Conc A/B in 
late 1800s.

6 - Lot 14 Conc 1 - In 1841, Richard DALE 
has 36 acres cultivated and 40 
uncultivated.

7 - Lot 15 Conc A/B - William BRADBEER 
Bees, for farming pioneers, were 
wonderful social times, and while work 
was accomplished, it felt like a break. 
Free liquor for the helpful neighbours 
and friends was part of the deal! Temperance Societies began to have an impact 
in the 1840s . In Cobourg , at this time, “ A builder named Bradbeer, who had 

“signed the pledge”, found that his usual 
helpers refused to come to raise a barn 
when they heard that no liquor was to be 
served. The cause of temperance was 
vindicated , however, for with the aid of 
the town clerk large numbers of 
“temperance people” were obtained to 
help with the raising, and they enjoyed 
tea and coffee as refreshment.” (E C 
Guillet , Early Life in Upper Canada)

8 - Lot 15 Conc 1 - Stoddard BATES 
/James BATES - Stoddard and his 
brother, Levi, had a store in 1804 in 
Cobourg. In 1851, the Bates family 
consisting of son, James, aged 25, his 
mother Amelia and sister Margaret, 
had 19 ½ acres in crops: 7 acres of 
wheat [yield 120 bushels], 6 acres of 
oats [yield 300 bushels], B wheat, 
Indian corn, potatoes, turnip, carrots, 
mangles, hay to feed 3 milch cows 
(producing 250 pounds of butter), 2 
calves, 6 horses, 11 sheep providing 
40 pounds of wool, 5 pigs, and 10 barrels of pork.

1 - Lot 12 Conc A/B - George ASH 1799 until possibly 
1841 - Of his son, Samuel Ash, and his 
daughter-in-law, is told this story. “Among the many 
privations from which the settlers suffered, one of the 
greatest was the lack of footwear. Mr Ash would tell in 
later years how he sometimes came home from work 
in the evening to find his wife absent. He would know 
that she had gone in search of the cows, which were in 
the habit of straying into the woods. He would then set 
out to look for her, in the knowledge that he could find 
her by tracing the marks of her bleeding feet on the 
stones and 

brush as she went along. “ Source: 
Hidden Ontario, Secrets from Ontario’s 
Past – by Terry Boyle (Portrait: Allan 
Ash - George's

2 - Lot 12 Conc 1 - Daniel McEVERS  In 
the 1841 census Daniel, at the 
approximate age of 29, was farming 
60 acres and had another 40 acres 
uncultivated. By 1851, 80/100 acres 
were cultivated. Of these 60 acres were 
pasture, 18 acres were in crops such as 6 acres of oats. Daniel owned 10 cattle, 
5 horses, 14 sheep and 7 pigs. grandson)

3 -Lot 13 Conc A/B - John COVERT  By 
1821, Covert had purchased two lots at 
the front of the township and commenced 
farming. In an effort to break free of what 
he considered Upper Canada’s 
single-minded dependence on wheat 
production, Covert took up the cultivation 
and processing of hemp. In 1830 Covert 
was the first to claim a government grant, 

under an 1822 act, for the purchase of 
machinery for dressing hemp.

4 -Lot 13 Conc 1 - Joel and Joseph 
DEAN farmed here from at least as 
early as 1841. In that year they had 
169 cultivated acres.
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9 - Lot 16 Conc A/B -1799-1816 - Eluid NICKERSON is generally considered to 
be the first settler in present Cobourg. His first cabin was built over the lot line, 
on lot 17 by mistake.

10 - Lot 16 Conc 1 - Charles SHAW Charles 
Shaw was the original owner of this lot. He was 
the son of the quite famous Col. Aeneas Shaw 
(picture), one of the first officials to move his 
family to York. Charles was an absentee 
landlord. From 1806 onward families like the 
BATES of Lot 15 Conc 1 bought the land and 
farmed.

11 - Lot 17 Conc A/B - Nathaniel HERRIMAN 
Dr Herriman wrote "My grandfather received 
from the government a grant of 200 acres, now 
the site of Cobourg, at least in part. The north 
hundred he sold for a yoke of oxen. It was then 
covered with forest trees and the family occupied a small house of some kind 
some distance from the lake where they made a small clearing. In those, days 
there was no grist mill nearer than Kingston — and settlers who were so far 
advanced as to have grain to be ground, were obliged to take it to that far-off 
place."

12 - Lot 17 Conc 1 - Josiah and Catherine 
Chrysler WHITE A Lady’s Perspective! “My father 
and mother came from England , settled in the 
United States,.....when the Revolutionary War 
broke out in 1774. ..... came over to Canada..... 
near Belleville.

The Country at that time was a complete 
wilderness, but by energy and perseverance, for a 
long time, we got on very happily. Mother used to 
help to chop down the trees attended the 
household duties, and, as the children grew up , 
they were trained to industrious habits. We were 
very useful to her, attended the cattle, churned 

the butter, making cheese, dressing the flax, spinning....

Flax was cultivated in those halcyon days. One year we grew 700cwt. We spun 
and wove it into table linen, wearing apparel....My mother died in 1834. She was 
in the 104th year of her age. My father was killed by the raising of a barn.

I was married to Mr White in 1812, and came to Cobourg in 1813. It was quite a 
wilderness, but a few small clearings, and only three houses in the place, a 
rough corduroy road that led to the lake.

After staying at Burnham’s clearing for four or five years , by that time Mr. White 
had saved enough to buy a farm we have lived upon ever since.

Land at that time in Cobourg was of very little value. A good-sized block,

leading from Smith’s building to the English Church, could have been bought for 
a saddle. By degrees others came in, so as to make a snug little community."

(The above are excerpts from “Reminiscence of Mrs White, of White’s Mills, Near 
Cobourg , Upper Canada, formerly Miss Catherine Chrysler, of Sydney, near 
Belleville, aged 79.)

("Original painting of Jane White nee O'Connor, wife of Josiah Charles White, 
pioneer of Cobourg's 'White's Mill', in possession of Jacqueline Crerar, 
descendant.")

13 - Lot 18 Conc A/B - Nathan 
WILLIAMS and his sons, John, 
William, Joshua, Ebenezer 
and Richard are listed in the 
first census of 1804. At this 
time, Joshua had 30 of100 
acres cultivated. Nathan had 
cultivated 16 out of 276 acres 
and William had also 
cultivated 30 acres out of 100.
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14 -Lot 18 Conc 1 - By 1799 -Moses MARTIN 
had 6 acres cleared.

15 - Lot 19 Conc A/B - 1828 - Henry RUTTAN 
married the girl next door, Mary Jones, 
daughter of Elias Jones - Lot 22. He was 
instrumental in creating Hamilton Townships 
first Farmers Club in 1845. About His mother, 
Margaret Steele it was said, "She was a 
woman of 
much strength 
and could 
rake and bind 
wheat, and 

keep up to the cradle which not many men could 
do." (Percy Climo: Cobourg and Northumberland 
County Early History)

16 - Lot 19 Conc 1 - 1799-1805 
- Daniel MCKEYES later 
moved north to Conc 2 in 
Hamilton Twp and continued 
to farm. In 1843 he imported 
the first reaper into the area – 
possibly the first into the 
province.

17 - Lot 20 Conc A/B - 1817-1831 - Robert HENRY - Factory Creek runs through 
this lot and this led to the property being owned by people who were interested 
in using its power for industrial purposes. The creek has alternately been called 
Jones’ Creek , Ham’s Creek, Henry’s Creek and Harris Creek depending on the 
who was living there 
at the time.

18 - Lot 20 Conc 1 - 1799-1811 - Aaron 
GREELEY Aaron’s daughter, Susan Greeley, 
recalled that the first time her parents tried to 
raise spring wheat, they sowed one bushel and 
reaped two. (By modern standards they should 
have reaped 40!)

19 - Lot 21 Conc A/B and Conc 1 - Zacheus 
BURNHAM “To raise a flock of sheep and collect 
a few cattle (we are told) was the labor of many 
years....After several years’ labor and privations 
Mr. Burnham succeeded in purchasing two 
ewes. These were either lost of destroyed: then 

he travelled at least 100 miles and brought home two more—one of these died, 
the other lived to produce lambs, but these were all destroyed by the pigs. At 
last, he managed to purchase half a dozen sheep, and part of these he lost. At 
length, he had raised wheat enough to buy a cow 
and a yoke of oxen, and from this time he began 
to prosper. Of the oxen he is reported to have 
said” I tell you I was proud of that ox, and when I 
owned a yoke of oxen, I would not have cared to 
claim the king for my uncle.” When the war 
broke out with the United States in 1812, Mr. 
Burnham’s was almost the only farm along the 
road where supplies could be obtained and 
troops on the line of march quartered and 
provided for. This afforded him a good market 
for his spare cattle and surplus produce.

(E C Guillet: The Pioneer Farmer and 
Backwoodsman Vol 2 and Percy Climo: Cobourg 
and Northumberland County Early History)

20 - Lot 22 - Conc A/B and 
Conc 1 - from 1803 - Elias 
JONES and Margaret 
[Peggy] HARRIS daughter 
of Myndert Harris (among 
first settlers of Port Hope) - 
Elias Jones was on Lot 19 
and 20 Conc A/B by 1796. By 
1799, he had 12 acres 
cleared there. He is noted 
for having the first store in 
Cobourg in 1802. Later he 
sold this lot and lot 22 
became his main farm. 
Elias was very community 
minded, being a justice of 

the peace, a school trustee, on the land board, an inspector of distilleries and 
breweries, and active in the Northumberland Agricultural Society.
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