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“When Winter mu�es up his cloak

And binds the mire like a rock

Then to the loch the Curlers flock

Wi’ gleesome speed”

Robert Burns

The first records of curling being played in Canada are from 

Quebec, around the end of the Eighteenth Century, with the first 

organized club starting in Montreal in 1807.

It appears the game was introduced to Canada by Scottish 

Regiments and matches were played on the St. Lawrence River. 

The local farmers did not know what to make of them and one 

remarked to his neighbour: 

“Today I saw a band of Scotsmen, who were throwing 
large balls of iron like tea-kettles on the ice, after which they 

cried “Soop! Soop! and then laughed like fools. I really 
believe they are fools.”

Edwin Guillet, Early Life in Upper Canada

Initially games were played against local teams, but gradually teams from other 

communities were involved, most notably from the Port Hope Club.

The first covered rink was built on James St. but unfortunately it burned down 

in the 1880s. Several other rinks opened and closed over the years until a 

permanent structure called the Queen Street Curling Rink was built. The building 

is still there.

In 1930 The Cobourg Curling Club won the Burden Trophy (Ontario Tankard 

competition - played between teams ousted in the semi-finals. It is still 

contested today).

The first mention of curling in Cobourg is from the Cobourg Star of February 9, 

1859, which stated that “a meeting will be held at Pauwels’ Saloon on Friday 

evening next at 8 o’clock p.m. for the purpose of re-establishing the Cobourg 

Curling Club."

In the 1860s games were played on outdoor rinks, of which at least two were 

located on Factory Creek. In later years as many as seven rinks were scattered 

around town.

The photo, taken in 1869, shows a game in progress on 

a rink southeast of Victoria Hall with the station and 

storehouse of the old Cobourg and Peterborough Railway 

visible in the background.
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During the Second World War curling was temporarily suspended in 

Cobourg. In 1952 the Waverly Club of Cobourg was reopened at the 

Queen Street Rink and now included women players.

A new curling rink was built in 1960 at the corner of Elgin and Division 

Street. It remained in operation until 1974.

The Dalewood Golf & Curling club, 1974 – 2010, was created with the 

amalgamation of the Cobourg and Port Hope Golf and Curling clubs and 

all curling equipment and facilities were moved to the new location on 

Dale Rd. Curling continued to be played there for the next 36 years. 

However, in 2010 financial pressures caused the Dalewood club to cease 

curling operations.

From left to right: A. D. Spragge, W. J. Titford, W. G. Potts, J. W. Spragge,
Larry V. O'Connor, Edwin Guillet, Maurice Booth, David H. Burn

1930 Burden Trophy Winners

The West Northumberland
Curling Club
This club was created by a small group of curlers from Dalewood to ensure 

the continuation of curling in Northumberland. In 2011 they leased the vacant 

Jack Keenan Arena from the town of Cobourg and the rocks curl there to this 

day, continuing a long sporting tradition.
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