
Variously known as Horseshow Park, 

McClelland Park, Kiwanis Park and 

Donegan Park, it had a baseball 

diamond, a dancing platform and a 

horse track and was later used for the 

annual Horse Shows.  Today it still serves 

as the site for a variety of sporting events. 

Victoria Park was assembled piece by 

piece by the Town.  By 1899 it had begun 

to take on the form that is recognized 

today. At that time trees and flowering 

shrubs were planted, with ball grounds and tennis courts coming the following year. Soon it 

was extended to the waterfront, and in 1907 the Lawn Bowling Club received permission to 

operate at the corner of Queen and Church Streets.  Over time, the Town acquired the lands 

of the Arlington and Chateau Hotels and Lakeview House, bringing the park to its present 

King Street frontage.

At one time there were popular clay tennis courts located next to the bowling greens, but 

these were damaged by Hurricane Hazel in 1954 and never replaced.  The softball 

diamond, used since softball had been introduced to Cobourg, was removed following the 

2003 season.  As of 2016, aside from some Frisbee tossing and such, sporting activities at 

Victoria Park are limited to lawn bowling at the Club and the annual Highland Games.  
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Cobourg’s Sporting Facilities
Where We Play(ed)

Cobourg's sports and recreational sites are a source of 

pride for the Town, are used by citizens and visitors 

young and old and, as always, are the source of 

complaints by a few.

OUTDOOR
Ten of the parks in Cobourg currently have recreational 

facilities.  There are 14 baseball and softball 

diamonds, 9 soccer fields, 6 tennis courts and 1 

basketball court. It has taken over 100 years of 

acquisition to create the park system we know today. 

Typically, Cobourg's parks began as private properties 

made available by their owners for public use. 

Donegan Park, for instance, was purchased by formed 

Cobourg resident, D. F. Donegan.

“One day he happened to be in Boulton’s Woods 

gathering beech nuts to take home to his children in 

California. He was so impressed with the beauty of the 

place that he decided to purchase the woods as a gift to 

the Corporation of Cobourg to be used as a park. This was 

Cobourg’s first park formally opened in 1894” 

Cobourg World

Memoral Rink under construction - c1953

Photo courtesy of the Northumberland County Archives

Donegan Park from the south - c1962

Photo courtesy of the Cobourg Public Library

Rotary Waterfront Park

Photo courtesy of the Cobourg Public Library



More recent additions include 

the Rotary Waterfront Rink 

which was opened in 2008.  

In the winter it provides 

space for free recreational 

skating. The Cobourg 

Community Center, built at a 

cost of some $27 million, was 

opened in 2011, providing both ice space and gym space for a wide variety 

of community sports and activities. 
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INDOOR
Ice sports have an important place in Cobourg’s sports memory - as do 

the facilities they are played in.  Originally play began on the frozen 

ponds in the area. The Cobourg Star reported as early as 1846 that 

curling matches were being played on Wallace Pond, Factory Creek, 

just north of the King Street Bridge. 

The first covered curling rink was built on James Street.  Over the years, 

Cobourg had multiple rinks throughout town for both skating and 

curling. The old Waverly Curling Club building still stands on Queen 

Street. Presently the West Northumberland Curling Club plays out of the 

Jack Heenan Arena.

It is challenging to determine where the first hockey games were 

played, but it is assumed that they must also have been played on the 

frozen ponds in the area.  In the 1900s there were a series of rinks in 

Cobourg including one at Third and Albert Street which was 

demolished in 1906 to make way for the new jail.  In the process, part 

of the building collapsed and a Mr. Edward Terry was killed.

A new arena, known as the Ley Arena, was built on the north side of 

University Ave. between George and Division Streets.  It served for 

many years, but in February 1945 snow damaged the roof so badly that 

an engineer was brought in to inspect and the building.  He declared it 

unsafe for use. 

In 1947 the Town held a referendum on whether to build a new 

“Memorial Rink”.  Apparently the referendum passed because 

construction on Furnace Street began in August, 1949.  Four years to 

the day after construction began, the new building burnt down. But it 

was promptly rebuilt and continues to serve the community.  In 1966 it 

was closed for 10 days to investigate a structural issue. As a result the 

annual Young Canada Night had to be rescheduled and Bobby Orr, of 

the Oshawa Generals was no longer able to attend.  A second rink, 

named after Jack Heenan (Mayor 1961-1980), was added to the site 

in 1977.

Cloverdale Park — 3 tennis courts; softball diamond
Donegan Park — 4 baseball diamonds, soccer field,  
    skateboard area
Fitzhugh Park — basketball court
James J. Tracey Park — softball diamond
Legion Fields — 3 softball diamonds

COBOURG PARKS - 2016  (with Sports Facilities)

Lions Park — 4 soccer fields
Morley Cane Park — baseball diamond
Rotary Fields — 3 soccer fields
Sinclair Park — 2 softball diamonds
Westwood Park — soccer field, softball diamond
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