THE STORY OF ONE VOLUNTEER
A few years ago I’d never been to, or even heard of, the Sifton-Cook Heritage Centre. But that
all changed one day when I was driving my friend to lunch. She needed to drop in at the Centre’s Gift Shop, so while I waited for her I wandered around the Exhibit Hall. I was completely
enthralled, as well as surprised, at the quality of the exhibits. I was hooked, and immediately decided to join this group and become a volunteer.
Since then I’ve had opportunities to get to know other volunteers, re-organize garden spaces,
bake (and buy) at bake sales, help organize fundraising dinners and guide visitors around the
Centre – all super fun. My favourite activities are still gardening and guiding visitors. You just
never know who will stop by.
On opening Day this year, a couple from Holland came to see us. They’d learned about the Centre on Trip A dvisor and chosen us as a stop on their North American RV adventure. How cool is
that? The next month a mum and daughter from Ohio had some time to fill. They loved the
Centre, but also took the opportunity to find out about Canadian Health Care! We guide individuals, and groups, from near and far and with all sorts of interests and experiences… so diverse.
Seeing the surprise, pleasure and smiles of our visitors makes me feel good all week.
Why don’t you think about joining us? Whatever your interest there’s likely
a spot for you. We need people who can help out on the odd occasion, people
who can give part of a morning, or afternoon during the Season (May through
October), people who love to research, organize or plan. It’s a feel-good, fun
way to meet other interesting people, while ‘giving back’ to our community.
I’d love to chat with you or you can contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Mary
Dunphy. Either of us can be reached at info@cobourgmuseum.ca.
______________________________________________________________
60 IRON ORE CARS AND COUNTING
It was 150 years ago that James Crossen undertook to make 150 ore cars for
the Cobourg, Peterborough & Marmora Railway and Mining Company.
Now, 150 years later, George Parker has initiated a project for the creation of
150 model cars. George has cut all the pieces necessary for the model cars
but has been recruiting anyone interested to assemble them.
In designing the models George had had the opportunity to examine scores of
parts recovered after 99 years in the Trent River. Then there are a few grainy
photographs of the actual cars in use long ago.
So far about 60 cars have been built. If you would like a model iron ore car of your very own,
there will be opportunities in 2018 to build one of the 90 still to be completed. Stay tuned!
______________________________________________________________________________
THE HERITAGE CENTRE’S THEME FOR 2018 - “OUR BUILT HERITAGE”

DONATION MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE

For the first time in the Centre’s short history, 2017 saw an exhibit completely funded by an
outside sponsor. It was the Bob Homme exhibit, made possible through an unexpected donation from Peter and Camilla Dalglish.
Bob Homme, also known as “The Friendly Giant”, retired to Grafton where the Dalglish family owns the Grafton Village Inn. Sponsoring his exhibit was a natural fit. With the extra funding available it was possible to do more than the usual couple of
panels.
None of the actual artifacts from the Friendly Giant’s TV program
were available for display, so a replica of his castle was commissioned from Natasha Hertle, coincidentally a current resident of
Grafton. It is an amazing likeness of the original. Then a giraffe
puppet (“Jerome”) was ordered from England and an episode of the
program purchased from the CBC. Altogether, with two descriptive panels, it was a fitting tribute to a fine performer.
Many thanks to Camilla and Peter who made it possible.
_____________________________________________________________________________
CREATIVE COBOURG
This last season featured a series of temporary exhibits at the Heritage Centre. It seemed impossible to do justice to even a few of Cobourg’s acclaimed artists over the whole season, so
instead, five were singled out for special attention for a shorter period each.
Painter Ron Bolt, carver Glenn McMurdo, creator of assemblages Alice Vander Vennen and
photographer John de Visser each spent an afternoon at the Centre meeting visitors and talking
about their work. It was a very special opportunity. In addition, examples of each artist’s work
with descriptive panels were on display for a 2-3 week period.
Jarko Zavi, internationally recognized Czech-Canadian ceramist was also
featured. For a time he had a studio just outside Cobourg, but died in 1987.
A number of examples of his work were on loan from CMF Chair Joan
Chalovich.
The Centre changes its exhibits every season, but for this one year at least,
changes were happening every couple of weeks This way, even more of the
story was brought to life.
DID YOU KNOW?
A donation of securities or mutual fund shares is a most efficient way to give charitably.
When you sell your shares for cash, you’re responsible for the tax due on the gain, even if you plan to donate
the proceeds from the sale. If you pay the tax out of those proceeds, there’s less money left to donate. Your
charity receives a smaller donation and you have a smaller donation to claim for your charitable tax credit at
the end of the year.
But when you donate your securities those capital gains aren’t subject to tax. This means your charity receives
a larger gift, and you’ll benefit from a tax receipt for the full value of your eligible securities or mutual funds.

GARDENS (Continued fr om fr ont page)
Our small gardens are an oasis for them, and quite important these days, as they’re chemical
free. That appeals to my grandsons whom I strong-arm into helping me with the heavier tasks!
One of them then chose to guide during his summer break. All it takes is one visit to be hooked.
The barrels at either side of the entrance are planted each
year by the Town’s Horticulture Department. Outside the
fence, along Durham and Orr Streets, we’ve had success
with a number of beautiful plants including the regulars,
day lilies and hollyhocks, and the more exotic, goats beard
and wild columbine. This year the Communities in
Bloom judges were very pleased to see our progress.
We hope you enjoyed it all too!

Brenda

____________________________________________________________________________________________

THANKS TO YOU! (Continued fr om fr ont page)
And then there was our amazing participation in the Canada 150 celebrations. Generous support
from two local businesses, Port Hope’s Ganaraska Credit Union and Chiropractors Morgan Hubble and Stephanie Johnston, inspired volunteer Cheryl Quinn to lead in many of our events. Altogether they included:
 release of the online “Story of Cobourg Harbour” (see link at www.cobourgmuseum.ca)
 participation in the Canada Day parade followed by
 a special all-afternoon Photo Op. near the Marina for everyone,
 a high school students’ art contest,
 an Iron Ore Car Day on the Canada Week Friday,
 that special presentation of the play “James Cockburn and Confederation”,
 “A Short History of Canada” soon to be widely distributed in our town
In addition to those already mentioned, a big thank you is due to Cobourg’s Canada 150
Committee and the Federal Government’s Celebrate Canada Fund. All in all it was a big underMEMBERSHIPS
It is because of our Members and Donors that each year the Sifton-Cook Heritage Centre has been able
to bring you different aspects of the unique history of Cobourg and area. Your membership also indicates
to other funding bodies that you think the Cobourg Museum Foundation is important to our community.
You may take out a new membership or renew a current one in either of the following ways:
A) Online: go to www.cobourgmuseum.ca - click on the blue “Donate Now” button, complete the donation form
OR
B) Mail or deliver your cheque to: Cobourg Museum Foundation, c/o Victoria Hall, 55 King Street West
Cobourg, ON K9A 2M2
(Individual - $20; Family - $30; Sustaining - $100; Life - $500)

Museum Matters - December 2017
We wish you all a happy Christmas season!
Your continued support makes it possible for us to look forward to 2018 and plan for new
exhibits and activities. We’d be happy to hear from you with any comments or suggestions.
Mary, Ken, Al and Joan - Your Board
THANKS TO YOU IT HAPPENED!
Thanks to you, our Volunteers, Members and Supporters, a lot of good things happened this
past year. This time between the day the SCHC closes and when the Exhibit Team really gets
to work for the next season provides us an excellent opportunity to look back, enjoy those
things again and say “Thanks”.
One great thing was the installation of the eight flags which
fly proudly along the Orr Street fence. The design and labour
was contributed by volunteer Keith Oliver, but most of the
funding came from your generous response to the Flags Up!
Campaign. The flags are both a way of telling our nation’s
story and a dramatic way of saying “We’re Here - Come and
Visit”. (Continued on back page)
_____________________________________________________________________________
GARDENS AT THE SIFTON-COOK HERITAGE CENTRE
As was often the case in early Cobourg, our gardens are something of an experiment – a work in
progress as we strive to establish native and heritage plants. Conditions aren’t always ideal for
some of the experiments! In 2015, when we were celebrating Industry, the barrel planted with Lydia Pinkham’s herbs didn’t survive our
dry conditions(!), but the Dyeing Herb Barrel still survives.
Youngsters love to help prune mint for their water bottles while adults
are surprised by the flavour of lovage, the celery substitute, both from
our Culinary and Medicinal Kitchen Garden collection. We love to
see the variety of busy pollinators at work. (Continued on back page)

